Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy

Newsletter of the Zonta Club of the Riverland Inc Club No. 23 – 02 – 1116
PO Box 180 BERRI SA 5343
zontaclubriverland@hotmail.com
www.zontariverland.org.au
February 2017
Meeting: 1st Tuesday of each month, Berri Resort Hotel, 6:15 pm for 6:30 pm
Tonight’s Meeting: Tuesday 7th February
2017
Objects: Beverly Bauer
Raffle: Helen Soteriou
Next Meeting: Tuesday, 7th March 2017
Objects: Elma Mason
Raffle: Special big raffle
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome to an exciting 2017 and happy
new year to everyone. I hope that you
had a great xmas and a rest in January
so that you are all refreshed for our first
meeting in February, let’s make this year
one to remember and over the next few
days before the meeting reflect on some
of the service programs we have done
previously or perhaps come up with some
new fresh ideas that we can embrace as
a club. The reason being is that Zonta
International are asking all clubs to focus
more on service than fundraising, I do
believe that our club does this well but
perhaps a new project would be just what
our club needs.
!
We also welcome to our club our two new
members who were inducted at our
December meeting. Congratulations to
Bev Bauer and Arunika Hamden, we look
forward to your contribution to our club.
The next Bunnings BBQ will be Sunday
the 26th of February so if you can check
you diary and see if you are able to help
out. Kym and I will do the morning shift
and will need one or two others to help
then we will need 3-4 people to help out
in the afternoon. Times are 9am to 12.30
and 12.30 to 4pm. Hopefully we can
book some more BBQ dates for the rest
of the year.
Planning for the UN Dinner in March is
well under way and perhaps it is time to
be thinking of who we would like to invite
as our guest as we have a very talented
young speaker whom I am sure will be
very inspiring to listen too.
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On Thursday I attended the presidents’
meeting in Adelaide, I was amazed at the
large turn out which was wonderful to
see. The passion in the room was
awesome and I left feeling inspired,
hopeful for women in need and even a
little intimidated by the enormity of what
we can achieve as a group but also
realising that it is what we do for our
community that matters the most. So let
us reach out this year with passion and
strength that we can all make a difference
no matter how big or small.
Yours in Service Julie Radloff

FINANCE
At the February Meeting we traditionally
distribute our service funds to worthy
projects. One third of our fundraising
should go to Zonta International. In the
past we have sometimes specified where
we would like to direct our funding and at
other times we have left it up to Zonta
International.
To help our decision
making here is a little information about
our options. We could choose to support
one or both of the international service
projects, one or both of the ZISVAW
antiviolence projects or one of Zonta’s
Educational Award programs.
The international service projects for this
biennium are:
Eliminating obstetric fistula in Liberia
Since 2008, Zonta International has
provided US$2,550,000 to UNFPA to
support the Liberia Fistula Project. More
than 1,000 women and adolescent girls
received treatment and more than 200
fistula survivors completed the
rehabilitation program and were
successfully reintegrated into their
communities.
Obstetric fistula is a childbirth injury
usually caused by prolonged, obstructed
labor without timely medical intervention,
usually a caesarean section. During
u n a s s i s t e d , p r o l o n g e d l a b o r, t h e
sustained pressure of the baby’s head on
the mother’s pelvic bone damages her
soft tissues and pelvic nerves, creating a
hole – or fistula – between the vagina and
bladder and/or rectum, resulting in
constant leaking of urine and/or feces
through the vagina. In most cases, the
baby is stillborn; and, in some cases, the
mother is left paralyzed.
In addition to the physical consequences,
fistula can also have social and
psychological effects on women. Often
there is stigma associated with this
condition, and women suffering from
fistula are abandoned by their families
and marginalized by their communities.
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With properly trained surgeons,
appropriately equipped facilities and the
necessary aftercare, the treatment of
uncomplicated obstetric fistula has a 90
percent success rate. The average cost
of a fistula surgery and post-operative
care is approximately US$400, while the
cost of social rehabilitation for a fistula
survivor (provision of skills training and
psychosocial support) is on average
US$1,300.
Let Us Learn Madagascar
About 90 percent of Madagascar’s
population lives on less than US$2 per
d a y, l e a v i n g c h i l d r e n p a r t i c u l a r l y
vulnerable. Aside from endemic poverty,
Madagascar is prone to natural disasters,
which further impede economic growth of
the agricultural economy and make it
even more difficult to escape poverty and
prioritize education for children.
More than a quarter of Madagascar’s
children are excluded from formal
education, and one out of three girls will
become pregnant before the age of 18.
Junior secondary school enrollment fees
are prohibitively expensive for families,
forcing parents to select one child to
continue their education, often leaving
girls behind.
Zonta International has committed
US$1,000,000 to the U.S. Fund for
UNICEF to create opportunities for
vulnerable and excluded girls to realize
their rights to an education in a secure
and protective environment. Partnering
with the Ministry of National Education
and others, Let Us Learn Madagascar will
promote a common vision of investing in
junior secondary education for girls as an
entry point for equity.
The project is focused on reaching out-ofschool children, expanding girls’
education and improving quality
outcomes for learners.
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ZISVAW Projects to end violence towards
Women and Children.
Respecting the rights and responding
to the needs of adolescent girls in
Niger.
Early marriage is a form of sexual and
gender-based violence with detrimental
physical, social and economic effects.
Niger has the highest child marriage rate
in the world with 77 percent of girls
married by age 18 and 30 percent
married by age 15. Forty-two percent of
adolescent girls give birth before the age
of 17. A high proportion of school-aged
girls are not in school and 73 percent of
adolescent girls, ages 15-19, cannot read
or write.
Zonta International has committed
US$1,000,000 to UNFPA to reduce early
marriage and early pregnancy in a critical
mass of communities in Niger.
This project is part of a five-year
(2013-2017) global UNFPA Adolescent
Girls Initiative. With Zonta International’s
support, UNFPA will reach 11,000
adolescent girls over two years
(2016-2018) with 400,000 members of
their communities benefiting from
increased awareness.
Addressing Human Trafficking and
Unsafe Migration of Women and Girls
in Nepal
Nepal has long been a country of origin
for labor migration and trafficking in
persons, particularly women and children,
for the purposes of sexual, labor and
other forms of exploitation. Trafficking
often takes place as part of
undocumented migration and is a serious
violation of human rights.
In the aftermath of the April and May
2015 earthquakes, Nepal faces a
heightened risk of human trafficking and
unsafe migration. Some of the districts
most affected by the earthquakes are
historically known for high rates of
trafficking of women and children and
may thus face elevated levels of human
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trafficking. Many of these districts also
have higher than average rates of female
external migration, as well as ones where
large numbers of men have left for
employment elsewhere, leaving behind
female-headed households at economic
and social disadvantage with limited
protection.
The Government of Nepal has made a
commitment to combat human trafficking
with a comprehensive approach that
includes policy reform, enforcement and
programs that meet the practical needs of
women at risk and provides alternatives
to unsafe migration. However, despite
policies, plans and programs in place to
counter trafficking and promote safe
migration, there is a lack of synergy at the
operational level.
Zonta International has committed
US$1,000,000 to UN Women to create
sustainable foundations for addressing
the nexus between human trafficking and
foreign labor migration of women and
girls in Nepal.
The project will focus on both prevention
of and response to trafficking.
Zonta’s education projects:
Women in Aerospace Globally, women
make up less than 30 percent of the
workforce in physics, computer sciences
and engineering The Amelia Earhart
Scholarships attempt to redress this
situation. The US$10,000 Fellowship is
awarded annually to 35 women pursuing
Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospacerelated sciences or aerospace-related
engineering.
Women in Business The Jane M
Klausmann Scholarship program helps
women pursue undergraduate and
master's degrees in business
management and overcome gender
barriers from the classroom to the
boardroom. Zonta annually awards up to
32 scholarships of US$1,000 each at the
district/region level and 12 international
scholarships in the amount of US$7,000
each.
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ADVOCACY

Mother’s Day Classic

Our upcoming event “The UN Women's
Dinner” will be on Tuesday March 7th at
6:30 for 6:45 start. At Tuesday’s meeting
- please bring any items for our raffle for
the evening. We are having 3 prizes: a
hair and body, garden and a food goodies
one. Items can be left at Julie's shop as
well. The raffle tickets will be $1 or 6 for
$5.
Please start thinking about women in the
Riverland who have "made things
happen" for our awards. We are looking
for nominations of women whose efforts
have had a positive impact for others
(such as women, children, elderly,
environment) in our community. Please
get your nominations to the advocacy
committee by February 14th so we can
inform our awardees.
Please consider inviting friends and
acquaintances to join us at the dinner,
and let Jenny Boyd know numbers ASAP
(by 1st March) The cost of the dinner,
board has proposed is to be $40 and will
be confirmed at the February meeting.
If there are any particular dietary needs
please let Jenny know. The menu will be
alternative drop and there will be a
vegetarian option if required.
At this Tuesday night's there will be a
roster for Zonta members to nominate
where they can assist in the smooth
running of the evening.
Margot will be representing our club at
the Combined Advocacy Group’s meeting
in Adelaide on February 25th. There will
be a guest speaker from the Office for
Women (SA) and the overall topic for the
afternoon is investing in women’s futures.
Dianna Schulz.
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We recently received a request for help
from McGrath Breast Care and Women’s
Health nurse, Rebecca Semmens. They
are hoping to run the Mother’s Day
Classic again this year but are in
desperate need of people to be on the
organising committee. It doesn’t take up
a lot of time, just a few jobs to help the
day run smoothly. This could be an event
that we could support as a whole club or
individual members could offer to be on
the committee to help run the show. The
committee needs to know if we can help
ASAP. It’s already the end of January &
Mother’s Day will be here before we know
it!
Dates to Remember:
14th Feb
Deadline Community Award
Nominations for IWD dinner/Advocacy
committee meeting.
26th Feb
Bunnings BBQ
th
28 Feb
RSVP for IWD dinner/Board
Z to A Editor
Margot Kranich
mkranich@iinet.net.au
Club President
Julie Radloff
juliemcd88@hotmail.com
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Christmas 2016
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